8	THE GOLDEN LOTUS
"I don't mind in the least," Po-chiaeh said. "One day a
rich man let out a fart. A man standing by, one who always
lived by sponging on the rich man, said: 'I smell nothing.'
This alarmed the rich man. 'That's bad,' he said; 'if there is
no smell to my farts there must be something wrong with me.
I must see a doctor.' 'Wait a moment/ said the sponger, 'I
will make sure.' He put out his nose and pretended to sniff
again. Then he smacked his lips. 'Ah,' said he, 'there is a
splendid after-taste. You have nothing to worry about.' "
They all laughed. Ch'ang Chih-chieh said: "You have
made rude remarks about our brother, but why should you
draw a picture of me?" They all laughed again. Ying Po-chueh
asked Ch'ang Chih-chieh to guess fingers with Hsi-mSn
Ch'ing, and Golden Bracelet sang songs for them.
Ch'£n Ching-chi, when he was sure that Hsi-m£n Ch'ing
had gone out, dressed himself and waited for an opportunity
to approach Golden Lotus. He dared not go to her openly,
but went to the Snow Cavern hoping that she might be there.
He waited for a long tiip.e but she did not come. At last he
lost patience and went to her room. Fortunately no one saw
him. When he came to the door he could hear her singing in a
low sweet voice: 'Why did you love me and then forget me?'
This'seemed a proof that she really loved him. He rushed into
the room and threw his arms about her. "How could I ever
forget you?" he said. "Yesterday, my darling, the Great Lady
told me to go to the temple of Kuan Yin, but I would not go.
I was thinking of you all the time. To-day Father has gone to
drink wine, and I went to the Snow Cavern to find you, but
though I waited and watcned until the eyes nearly came out
of my head, your dainty shadow never appeared. Now I have
thrown discretion to the winds and come to you here."
"Don't speak so loud," Golden Lotus said, "there will be
trouble if you are heard."
Suddenly, through the window, she saw Tiny Jade coming
with a roll of white silk. The girl turned and went away again.
"That maid must have forgotten something," Golden Lotus
said. "Did you see how she turned and went back?" She
thought it probable that the girl would return. "You must
go at once," she said. "We can do nothing now." Ch'Sn

